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Things are quickly coming to an end this season with provincials and playoffs nearing 
completion.  It has been a challenging season with the introduction of the new standard of 
play at the start of the season and despite best efforts of our officials, we still have a long 
way to go to understanding and applying the standard consistently.  Some good news, next 
year will not be a rule change year. 
 
One major concern this season is the amount of reverse abuse from our officials back to 
players and coaches.  I am not sure if this is a direct result of the new standard however it is 
totally unacceptable for officials to be engaging in verbal abuse back to players or coaches.  
You have the ability to penalize such infractions through your penalty selection and do not 
need to get yourself into this situation.  There have been numerous instances this season and 
this must stop! 
 
Congratulations to everyone who has/had the opportunity for a provincial or league playoff 
assignment.  These are important games to the players and you have to be ready and at your 
best.  
 
Lastly, I would like to thank your executive in the Zone who work very hard to provide 
programs available within the Zone.  The hard, dedicated work of all of the local referee in 
chiefs is also appreciated as you are the ones who are in the trenches and do a tremendous 
amount of work to keep the officiating program running in your communities!  It is the 
combined effort of all of these people who make up the backbone of our Zone and without 
your effort, we would not have the great Zone that we have. 
 
I hope that everyone has a great summer and will look forward to seeing you in the fall.  

 
Ray Keller 
Chairman 

*ELECTION NOTICE * 
 

Final Meeting -April 16, 2005 
7:30 pm 

 

General Meetings are held at the Ramada Inn (formerly the Edmonton Inn) in the Picture Plant Room.  Our Annual Elections will be held at 
this time.  The positions up for election this year are: 
 

Chairman – 2 year term, Vice-Chairman – 1 year term*, Secretary – 2 year term, 4 Director positions – 1 year term 
 

* - the Vice-Chairman position lasts for two years upon re-election 
 

Don’t just sit back while important decisions that directly affect you are being made.  If you are interested in running for any of these posi-
tions please don’t hesitate to call me or email me and I will give you information about the positions.  I encourage you to run or become 
more involved in your Zone.  Contact Ryan if your interested in running. 
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pdrsn@shaw.ca 
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	In conjunction with the Edmonton Minor Hockey Week Tournament three groups recog-

nized the contributions of the volunteer referees.  The Fairplay Committee arranged for La-
ser Quest to send each Edmonton referee between the ages of thirteen and seventeen inclu-
sive complimentary passes.  This recognition amounted to 170 passes being mailed to 
these officials.   
 
The Minor Hockey Week Tournament Committee provided two tickets to the Edmonton 
Oiler – Tampa Bay Lightning game on March 7, 2007.  Also provided was an Edmonton 
Oiler jersey and a meeting with the NHL on ice officials prior to the game.  The winner of 
this recognition award was Jordan Desjarlais.  The winner was chosen by random draw.  
Each official who worked as a volunteer in the Minor Hockey Week Tournament received 
on entry in the draw for each game officiated. 
 

The Edmonton Minor Hockey Association and Enmax are providing wind 
breaker/shell type jackets to eighty officials who volunteered in the Minor Hockey Week 
Tournament.  The eighty recipient officials were chosen by random weighted draw.  Each 
official who volunteered during Minor Hockey Week was given one entry in the draw for 
each game worked in the Tournament.  No official could be drawn more than one time. 
 
The EMHA-Enmax jackets recognizing volunteer officials during MinorHockey Week 
have been ordered.  80 volunteer officials will be recognized. As well 23 assigners and co-
ordinators will receive a jacket.  The EMHA president, Paul Schmidt, is to be commended 
for proposing this tribute as well as for arranging for a sponsor.  The 80 recipients are Matt 
Gregorio, Michael Badun, Joel Frost, Steven Cousens, Wayne McInnes, Sparrow Mason, 
Zac Denega, Aaron Nicholson, Brayden Dowler-Coltman, Ty Munsterman, Tyler Sawat-
ski, Cory Mah, Sam Nikiforuk, Jacob Lavoie, Aaron Greenough, Jason Gauthier, Stefan 
Chapman, Bryan Tung, Calvin Patterson, Blair Day, Andrew Phillips, Mark Henry, Shaun 
McGregor, Joey Balko, Leigh Crockett, Nathan Lindenberg, Josh McDonald, Mylan Wor-
thington, Dan Wosnack, David Todd, Evan Volovich, Joey Siofer, Ken Pomroy, Hugh 
Foster, Taylor Rocca, Chris Hough, Keith Gwynne, Joe Martin, Drake Dykeman, Chris 
Pomroy, James Lemoine, Matt Scammell, Rylie Lawrence, David Schrueder, Sara Mueller, 
John Fedor, Matthew Wagner, James Gregory, Cory Loughran, Derek Zalaski, Fraser Law-
rence, Ashley Siebert, Brett Niawchuk, Jordan Desjarlais, Sam Stevenson, Colin Wass, 
Callen Comeau, McKenzie Roche, Ron Oscroft, Brennan Belliveau, Shawn Bowers, Levis 
Lavoie, Fraser Salmon, Lucas Zadrey, Roy Everitt, Brian Mossman, Dillon Hall, George 
Hart, John Burton, Derek Crowley, Sara Forbes, Stephen Petruk, Alex Butts, Mike Rebus, 
Mark Bradshaw, Graham Bakay, MacKenzie Waselenkoff, Jon Spurgeon and Don 
Markewich.  Guy Doucet was also drawn but he gave the jacket back to be given to a 
young official.     
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This year we had another drop in registrations, last year we had 1503, this year 1404. 
 
As a reminder, the next newsletter will be in September, it will have a listing of clinic 
information for the fall, so it is important that you keep me informed of any address/
phone number changes you have over the summer (contact info below).  However, if 
your e-mail address doesn’t change over the summer, you can have the newsletter e-
mailed to you in the fall, just sign up on our web page at northzone.ab.ca. 
 
Because we have no March General Meeting, all league play for February has been 
paid and mailed.  All that will be left for the April 16th meeting will be playoffs. 

  
Dave Butler 

treasurer@northzone.ab.ca 
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Kumail Moledina in action at Mac’s Cup in Calgary 
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       Another season has come to an end. Congratulations to all offi-
cials in Edmonton who were given playoff assignments. With the 
new standard of play coming in this season it has been a very steep 
learning curve for all officials.  I am happy to say that the feedback 
from the AA Council as well as the EMHA has been very positive.  
We did hit a few bumps in the road but we managed to get it under 
control and do the job that was requested of us at the beginning of 
the season.  Now that we are in playoffs and with provincials coming 
don’t back off, Keep calling the standard. 
 
       It was another tough season for 
the assignors with a lot of last minute 
cancellations and no shows. The as-
signors in the AA program in Ed-
monton did an excellent job of reas-
signing Games that were cancelled 
changed or added at the last minute. 
The commitment level of some offi-
cials in the city AA program has 
come into Question again this year and it should show in your play-
off assignments.   If you have a concern or a question with your as-
signments please feel free to contact me. 
 
       The EMHA continue to support the referee program. They have 
agreed to once again help financially support the shadow program in 
Edmonton which continues to get better every season thanks to the 
volunteers. The EMHA also financially supports Edmonton officials 
who attend development camp. The EMHA also run the fair play 
referees recognition program which is sponsored by laser quest. You 
can nominate an official at this website. http://www.emha.ca/. The 
EMHA is happy with the job the officials have done this year and the 
way the games have been officiated and would like to see this con-
tinue in the future.  
 
In closing I would like to thank all the assignors (Ryan Petryshyn, 
Tim Hibbs, Graham Bakay, Rob Kumitch, Sanjeev Bhagrath and Jay 
Crockett) as well as Mitch Carriere for taking care of discipline in the 
city AA program.  Thanks to Minor committee for their support, 
commitment and patience as well as the executive for all their hard 
work, guidance and support again this season. If you would like to 
officiate, assign or supervise AA hockey in Edmonton next season, 
talk to myself, someone on the minor committee or anyone on the ex-
ecutive and they will give you the information you need. 
 
Good luck to everyone in the playoffs and I hope to see you next 
year. 
 

Herman Costa 
EMHA Referee Representative 
Minor Committee Chairman 

REMINDER: 
If you’re a hockey player & your 
under suspension from hockey, 

you’re also suspended from 
officiating until such time you are 

re-instated 

NATIONAL TOURNAMENTS IN THE BRANCH 
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TELUS Cup, Canada's 
National Midget AAA 
Championship,  The 

2007 TELUS Cup will 
be held in Red Deer, 
AB. from April 23 to 

29, 2007. 
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       It has been another busy year in the discipline department. This is truly unfortunate as there are a few bad apples that are 
making life difficult for the rest of us. As of this point I have had 19 incidents. I have handed out suspensions, reprimands and 
verbal warnings. I also have written many responses to complaint letters. I still have a few incidents that I am investigating. It is 
extremely disappointing to see a lot of the complaints are surrounding reverse abuse or officials swearing in conversation with or 
directly at players or team officials. This type of behaviour is totally unacceptable and I will suspend any officials that are found 
to be involved in this type of behaviour. We have rules to deal with unruly coaches or players and instead of using them we are 
choosing to swear, degrade or humiliate players of all ages or team officials. I am also hearing of many instances where officials 
are refusing to communicate with team officials. One of the most important qualifications of our position is to be able to 
COMMUNICATE. Yes, you do have to pick your spots but we must be approachable. We all made a commitment to this 
program and are governed by our “code of ethics”. We need to ensure that we live by that code.  
 
“A positive attitude may not solve all your problems, but it will annoy enough people to make it worth the effort”  
 
Herm Albright 
 
       As the season comes to a close, I would like to thank all the members of the 
executive for their help, support and guidance. It has been a great pleasure to serve 
our membership over the last few years and I wish all of you good luck in the future. 
 

Regards, 
 

The Judge 
Monty Wood 

Discipline Chair  

       I recently flew out to 
Vancouver to visit Northzone 
Linesmen Chris Carlson and 
former Northzone Referee 
Kyle Rehman for the weekend.  
I took in 2 Western Hockey 
League games and visted the 
wonderful sights of Vancouver 
over the weekend.   Chris had 
the opportnity to moved to 
Seattle in November to lines 
full time in the WHL.  Things 
are going well, but he misses 
everyone back in the zone and 
says he can’t wait to clean up 
on the golf course at the 
Northzone Open in June!  

 
Mitchell Carriere 

Northzone Secretary 
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Saturday, April 28, 2007 Saturday, June 23, 2007 
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       It is that time of year again where play-offs are winding down and everyone is looking forward to the summer.  To cap the 
year off the North Zone is pleased to run two social functions for all of its members.   
 
       The first will take place on April 28th at the Mayfield Dinner Theatre.  The cost is $70 per ticket and it includes a banquet 
room for awards presentations, buffet style meal, and a show called “Gentlemen Prefer Blondes.”  The price is right for a fun 
night involving officials you have worked with all year and to meet some new ones you haven‘t as well.  It is also a great chance 
to treat the spouses for a night out on the town! 
 
       The second event we present is the Annual Golf Tournament.  It will take place June 23rd at Barrhead Golf Course.  The cost 
is $110, which includes a round of golf, steak dinner, and hot dog at the turn, and the bus trip.  We will be taking a bus from Ed-
monton to the event so get signed up and have a great time.   
 
       We have tried to make both events a little different from the norm so come out and enjoy yourselves.  If you would like any 
further information for either event please feel free to contact Cory Kokotailo, Lance Hyndman, or Ryan Petryshyn. 
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Playoffs are here! Every day as the season wraps up becomes more important. 
Please be ready for your games, be on time and know your rules.  This season we 
have numerous opportunities for a number of our officials. Telus Cup, Allan Cup 
and Junior B Provincials. Congratulations to all those officials selected to work 
these tournaments. We are sure you will do the North Zone proud.  This season has 
been a week to week challenge almost every weekend and especially the first few 
weekends of playoffs. Thank you to all officials for picking up games at the last 
minute and helping us out, and a special thanks to your wives and girlfriends for 
being so understanding.  We hope everyone has a great final week or two of the 
season. Enjoy the offseason and keep us posted with an address or phone number 
changes.  
 
                                            Jerry George & Ken Dentzien  
                                                          Senior Assignors  

WE’RE ON THE WEB!  
 

CHECK US OUT FOR ALL 
YOUR LATEST 

NORTHZONE INFO & 
UPDATES 

 
WWW.NORTHZONE.AB.CA 
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       It has been another busy season with 
match on official penalties. As of this 
point in time, we have had 13 match on 
official penalties.  The breakdown is as 
follows: 7-a, 3-b, and 3-c. All of them 
have been dealt with, with the exception 
of one. Let’s hope we don’t have 
anymore this season.  
 
       I need to take this opportunity to 
remind ALL officials of some critical 
points that need to be taken in to account 
when assessing a match on official 
penalty: 
 

-      Was this INTENTIONAL?? It 
is no fun to take a push or 
punch or get contacted with a 
stick, but if it wasn’t intentional 
or you came from behind then it 
is NOT a match penalty! 

 
-      It is the referee’s responsibility 

to ensure all the paper work is 
complete and the required 
procedures are followed, even if 

the offence occurred against one 
of the linesman. That is part of 
the referee’s job. 

 
-      DO NOT over handle the 

players. Use only the required 
amount of force for the situation 
and release the player as soon as 
possible but do stay close 
enough to grab the player 
should they not move to the area 
you direct them.  

 
-      You must take the top copy of 

the game sheet with you after 
the game. If anybody has 
questions, please inform the 
person(s) that this is Hockey 
Alberta policy. 

 
-      Call me as soon as possible with 

the basic details and I will direct 
you from there. You can e-mail 
details to me as well as your 
reports to: match@northzone.
ab.ca A standard form for match 

penalties is also available on 
our website. Feel free to call my 
cell phone if it is late at night 
and leave the details on the 
message service. 

 
Thank you to all the officials I have dealt 
with on these unfortunate incidents up to 
this point. 
 
       I would like to take the opportunity 
to thank my fellow executive members 
for their support over the last couple of 
seasons in doing this job. They are a 
great sounding board for some of the 
more tricky issues that arise in this 
portfolio. I would also like to thank 
Robin Mann, the Hockey Alberta 
provincial match penalty coordinator, for 
his help and support throughout the 
season. 
 

Regards, 
 

Monty Wood 
Match on Official Coordinator 
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Referee Guy Doucet talking it over with Russ Hewson 
of the Stony Plain Eagles 

NORTHZONE REFEREE’S 
COMMITTEE 

FINAL REGISTRATION NUMBERS 

LEVEL TOTAL EDM/ SR WEST 
SAT 

RURAL 

1 572 110 79 383 

2 665 237 70 358 

3 122 54 15 53 

4 29 23 2 4 

5 7 7 0 0 

6 3 3 0 0 

Associate 3 3 0 0 

Life 4 4 0 0 

TOTAL 1405 441 166 798 
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The Zone is very fortunate to have officials selected to work three high profile tournaments this spring: the Allan Cup in Stony 
Plain, the Telus Cup (Midget AAA) in Red Deer and the Junior B provincial tournament in Spruce Grove.  Officials from the 
North Zone selected to work these tournaments include: 

Allan Cup Referees: John Potter, Jim Armitstead 
Allan Cup Linesmen: Blake Bradburn, Cory Kokotailo, Jerry George 

Telus Cup Referee: Cory Moser 
Telus Cup Linesmen: Darren Spurgeon, Dustin Zelenak 

Junior B Provincials – To be announced  
Congratulations to all officials who were selected to work the various tournaments.   
 
Anyone looking to move into the senior program next season, please send me an email stating your intentions no later than August 
15.  It is very important to get your intentions in early! 
 

Ray 
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              There is a concern this season over the quality of reports written by officials.  This is not a local problem but it is hap-
pening throughout the branch.  The following penalties must always be followed up with a written report: 
·     All Game Misconduct Penalties 
·     All Gross Misconduct Penalties 
·     All Match Penalties (Match penalties on officials are reported separately)  
·     All Misconduct Penalties occurring within 10 minutes of the conclusion of the game. 
 

In your report the following must be included: 
 
·     Name, number, time of infraction, and team of offender – if it is a coach and you do not know his name, ask one of the assis-

tants, or someone from the other team. 
·     Check the front of the game sheet to be certain the timekeeper recorded the penalty properly – if it isn’t listed on the front, 

you can add it with the time recorded that it happened and initial this. 
·     The rule number of the infraction – from section 6 in the rulebook 
·     Report if anything happened during the game that led up to the incident or if anything happened afterwards. 
·     Report only the facts of the actual occurrence describing exactly what you saw happen and where you were in relation to the 

incident.  
o  Was the incident accidental or was it intentional 
o  If profane language was used you can state “abuse with profanity” or “the player shouted profanities at an oppos-

ing player” 
o  Rule (47f) will need the actual verbal taunt that was used 
o  Did the injured player come back in the game later or did he go to the dressing room for the remainder of the game 
o  Do not state what you think is the extent of the injury, this is a doctor or trainers job 

·     When describing the incident use team names and not team colors as the person reading the report probably does not know 
the jersey colors of the teams 

·     Report any other occurrence that may have happened as the penalized player was leaving the ice 
·     Read your report over and see if you are able to picture the actual occurrence from what you have reported, as this report will 

end up with a league official that was probably not at the game and will have to visualize what happened by reading this re-
port and then make a decision on suspensions. 

·     Sign the report and include your telephone number in the event a league official needs to contact you. 
·     Some leagues supply special write-up books for these reports that are left in the referees room but if there is no report form 

available it should be written on the back of the original copy of the game sheet. 
·     Do not make any comment to a team official regarding the length of any suspension a player may receive.  If you are asked, 

your answer should be, “it is up to the league to determine the length of any suspension”   
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Another year is almost in the books.  I hope everyone had a great year and made the best of the opportunities made available to 
them.  This year was a much better year than previous seasons from a supervision standpoint.  Many tournaments had high quality 
supervision in attendance and our officials will truly benefit from these supervisors.  A big thanks goes out to all these supervisors 
that so graciously gave up weekends to aid our up and comers and giving back to the program that helped them achieve their cur-
rent status as officials. 
 
This season we have performed 1018 and supervisions with many more to be performed in provincial 
tournaments.  I am very impressed with the numbers this year and the effort of everyone to contribute to 
the supervision program.  I would like to wish you well in all your playoff and provincial assignments 
and hope you enjoy a great summer.   
 

Cory Kokotailo 
Supervision Program Co-ordinator 
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       First of all, thank-you to all the clinic contacts 
and host associations who were scrambling to have 
an increase in the number of people who attended 
their clinic.  Without your work and the extra time 
you put in we would have had a greater decrease in 
the number of registered officials.  In order to help 
everyone plan for a clinic next season, and hopefully 
allow each association to try to schedule bantam and 
midget games around their clinic weekend, as this 
age group of players are the ones that can ultimately 
start officiating.  I have next seasons schedule almost 
completed as I am just waiting for a confirmation of 
date changes from a couple of associations.  The fin-
ished schedule will be on the website and released to 
the associations as soon as it is finalized.  www.
northzone.ab.ca This should allow more people to be 
able to attend and help increase the number of regis-
tered officials.  I had planned on having the 2007/08 
clinic schedule in this newsletter, but there were 
some last minute changes due to clinics being able to 
start one week sooner so it is not completely final-
ized at this time.  At least it is still 5 months ahead of 
last years schedule.   
       The clinics will start one week earlier than nor-
mal, on the Sept 8/9 weekend for this season only, 
due to Hockey Canada not having any major rule 
changes for the 2007/08 season.  This will be a cost 
saving measure for the officials, as the rulebook cur-
rently in effect will be in use for next season also.  
Have a good summer and we will see all of you at a 
clinic in the fall. 
 

Don Buskas  
clinics@northzone.ab.ca    
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Things in Tofield have been extremely busy in the second half 
of the season, particulary in Febuary as we had tournaments at 
the Pee Wee, Midget, and Novice  levels.  Our atoms, Bantams 
and Midgets have all gone deep in the playoffs and provincials.  
Combine that with a lot of make-up games and it made for a 
busy second half of the season for some of our local officials. 
 
I would like to mention in particular Peter Rogers and Adam 
Lazaruik, as they have really stepped up and worked a lot of 
hockey and made my job a lot easier.  Thanks Guys! 
 
I have done supervisions on most of our officials.  Some more 
than once and this has proven benifiecial.  I’m hoping our 
supervision program has helped in the areas of developing and 
retaining officials in Tofield. 
 
Our local senior team was into the second round of playoffs 
against the Irma Aces, but unfourtunatley lost out in game 
seven.  We were hoping for a Daysland– Tofield macthup as 
this would have given the guys in the senior program more 
assignments. 
 
To everyone in Tofield and the Northzone, have a great off 
season! 
 

Larry Suchy 
Tofield RIC 



Notice of Annual General 
Meeting 

 

Sunday, June 3, 2007 
Holiday Inn 

6500 - 67 Street 
Red Deer, Alberta 

 

Registration:        9:30 AM 
Meeting:               10:00 AM 

Golf Tournament Details 
 

Date: Saturday, June 2, 2007 
 

Location: Pheasant Back Golf and Country Club, Stettler, Alberta 
 

Time: 2:00 PM 
 

Bus transportation will be provided.  There will be a barbecue to follow.  To 
register for the golf tournament or barbecue, contact Curtis Nichols at cur-
tis13@telus.net by May 4, 2007.   Cost of golf (including carts) and barbecue 
is $70 per person.   
 
Hotel rooms for Saturday are available by contacting the Holiday Inn and indi-
cating you are with the Hockey Alberta Referees. 

There was little change in the number of referees registered in Edmonton this season.  It continues to be difficult to supply the entry level 
officials with the number of assignments that they would like to receive.  The problem can only be solved with more teams, more games 
per team or fewer officials. 
 
I would like to thank those officials who helped make Edmonton’s Minor Hockey Week Tournament a success.  Your voluntary contribu-
tion is an integral part of the Tournament.  About 350 officials volunteered and there were just less than 1400 assignments.  The assignors 
are to be commended for their efforts in making the assignments in the 691 games involving 486 teams.  There were few officiating prob-
lems.  For the finals in the BB portion of the Tournmament there were 56 games with 132 potential assignments; 131 offcials were as-
signed to these 132 spots.  Officials used in the finals were selected from names submitted by the District referee coordinators.  Games 
were played in St. Albert and Sherwood Park.  Officials from these centres received assignments in the finals.  Special mention must be 
made of Joe Becigneul from St. Albert for his help in arranging for officials to work the finals. 
 
Playoffs in the BB program begin March 6, 2007 and conclude March 22, 2007.  The Provincial playoff is in Calgary March 23, 24 and 
25, 2007.  Officials assigned playoff games in Midget, Bantam and Peewee (tier 1 and 2) were selected from names submitted by the five 
District referee coordinators.  Criteria used in selecting and assigning officials were availability, ability and having worked the hockey 
during the season.  For the first time playoff games were played in St. Albert and Sherwood Park.  These games played outside Edmonton 
were assigned by the local centres.   
 
In Playoff game where a winner is required the format for overtime is depleting players.  PLEASE FAMILIARIZE YOURSELF WITH 
THE OVERTIME RULES.  These rules can be reviewed on the North Zone website.  It is the responsibility of the referee(s) to know and 
correctly apply these rules.  All playoff game fees are cash provided prior to the game in exchange for a signed, dated receipt.  It is the re-
sponsibility of the officials to charge the correct fee. 
 
In September 2007 register early for a clinic.  Edmonton clinics require pre-registration.  If you procrastinate it will cost you money. 
 
I would like to thank the District referee coordinators and their assignors for their dedicated efforts this season.  Gary Greenough, Gavin 
Stuart, Frank Fithen, Darryl Desjarlais, Geoff Rezewski, Bill Clark, Gary Patterson, Scott Fulmer, Peter Irwin, Dave Kemp, Matt McFad-
yen, Jason Mayer, Craig Edhart, Andrew Humen, Colin Watt, Chris Fox, Ryan Wass, and Bob Broomhall have all done a great deal of 
work to get you your game assignments this year. 
 
Enjoy the summer.  It is always too short. 
 

Duncan MacDougall 
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